The colors of jade.

Pure nephrite and pure jadeite are both colored a translucent
white; all other colors are due to chemical impurities in the
stone. The most important of these impurities are iron and the
iron oxides, traces of which combine in different ways to give
the jade a whole range of colors —sometimes the famous jade-
sreen, sometimes yellow, brown, grey, or even black.

The brown or yellow skin or “cortex” found on unworked jade
is caused by natural abrasion and weathering, the action of
wind, water, and sand on an exposed pebble or boulder. Al-
though usually polished off before carving, this natural skin is
sometimes incorporated by the lapidary into the finished piece’s
design, as in the white snuff bottle exhibited here.

Burial in the earth can also change the color of jade. The much-
prized ‘““chicken-bone” effect is produced when the surtace of
a buried jade object becomes leached by groundwater. After it
has lain in the earth for many years, a part and eventually the
whole of the object turns an opaque, chalky white which is
thought by jade fanciers to resemble the color of chicken bones.
The small fish in this case illustrates this chicken-bone effect.
A similar appearance can be produced through a much shorter
and chemically quite different process, by burning the jade
rather than burying it. Since the chicken-bone color has come to
be considered a sign that a piece is old, the burning technique
is naturally popular with forgers. Often, however, a collector
will cherish jade objects he knows to have been artificially
aged, feeling that the treatment, whatever the motives behind

it, has rendered the objects more beautiful.



Specimens lef! to richt:

Jade boulder
Drazon
“Chicken-bone” fish
Burned nephrite
Snutf bottle
Green screen
Blue censer

Red blade
Red/green pi
Spinach blade
Greenhvase
Green plague
Grey turtle
Brown belthook
Grey {ish

White bowl
Blue blade
Green buckle
Black blade
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