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'Jhok,;qjg The blow=-gun is the typicel hunting weapon of South

America. While found in some other places, it probably reaches
its highest development smong the tribes,ofcthe Amazon and Orin-
oco. Even here the exact type varies from trbe to tribe, the
speciment here shown being emong the best made., They are used
for hunting birds and monkeys in trees and for this purpose are
superior to firearms, &s they are noiseless and the game is not
frightened. The range is fifty feet or more and the aim very
accureate,

Blow-guns vary from nine to fifteen feet in length. They are
made of an inne end an outer section and each section is prob-
ably made in two pieces, so that the inner part of the tube mey
bg well smoothed. These parts are accurately fitted together
and wrapped throughout with spiral wrepping of bark. A wooden
mouthpiece is fitted at one end so that the breath may be
efficiently expelled, and the other end is wrapped with cord.
In the center of a sight is attached which is made of the tusk
of & bear affixed with pitch. The local name for the blow=-gun
is salvatan,
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