












































Common Plant Families of the Chicago Region
The Field Museum - Department of Environment, Culture and Conservation

GLOSSARY  
Achene: A small, dry, indehiscent fruit with a single seed that is attached to the ovary wall at a single point. [Cyperaceae, 
Ranunculaceae; Rosaceae]
Adventitious: Structures or organs developing in an unusual position, as roots originating on the stem. [Araceae]
Alternate: Referring to leaves borne singly at a node, compare to opposite and whorled. [Scrophulariaceae;Onagracaeae]
Anther: The expanded, pollen-bearing, portion of the stamen. [Liliaceae; Scrophulariaceae]
Auricule:
Axil: The upper angle formed between the junction of a leaf and stem. [Liliaceae; Lamiaceae]
Axillary: Positioned in or arising from an axil. 
Calcareous:  Soil containing calcium carbonate (CaCo3) and having a basic pH reaction. [Orchidaceae]
Calyx: The outer perianth whorl (outer floral envelope); collective term for all of the sepals of a flower. [Asclepiadaceae]
Carpel: A floral organ that contains ovules in angiosperms. It is either borne separately or a unit of a compound pistil. 
[Orchidaceae; Lamiaceae]
Clasping: Wholly or partly surrounding the stem.
Compound: Referring to a leaf separated into two or more distinct leaflets. [Apiaceae]
Corm: A short, solid, vertical underground stem with thin papery leaves. [Araceae]
Corolla: The inner perinath whorl (floral envelope); collective name for all of the petals of a flower. [Asclepiadaceae; 
Scrophulariaceae]
Culm: The stem, such as in sedges, rushes or grasses [Cyperaceae, Juncaceae, Poaceae]
Dehiscence: The ability of a plant part to split along a seam in order to release its contents, such as seeds, pollen or 
spores. Indehiscent structures rely on other mechanisms - such as decay or being eaten – to spread their contents.
Drupe: A fleshy or pulpy fruit in which the inner portion of the ovary wall is hard or stony. [Rosaceae]
Drupelets: A small drupe, as in the individual segments of a raspberry fruit. [Rosaceae]
Endosperm: The nutritive tissue surrounding the embryo of a seed derived from the fusion of a sperm cell with the polar 
nuclei of the embryo sac. [Orchidaceae]
Filament: The stalk of the stamen that supports the anther. [Scrophulariaceae]
Follicle: A dry, dehiscent fruit composed of a single carpel and opening along a single side, as a milkweed pod. 
[Asclepiadaceae, Ranunculaceae; Rosaceae]
Glume: The bottommost empty scale(s), just below the fertile scales, in spikelets of the grass plant. [Poaceae]
Inflorescence: The flowering part of a plant; a flower cluster; the arrangement of the flowers on the flowering axis. 
Involucres: A whorl of bracts subtending a flower or flower cluster. [Asteraceae]
Laciniate: Cut into narrow, irregular lobes or segments. [Asteraceae; Apiaceae]
Lemma: The lower of the two scales that form the floret in the grass spikelet  [Poaceae]
Ligule: a thin outgrowth at the junction of leaf and leafstalk of many grasses and sedges. Also may refer to a strap-shaped 
corolla, such as that of a ray floret in plants in the Compositaceae family.
Lobed: Bearing lobes which are cut less than half way to the base or midvein.
Meristem tissue: The undifferentiated plant tissue from which new cells are formed, as that at the tip of a stem or root.  
Monocot: A group of angiosperms with a single cotyledon. Most monocots have parallel veins, flower parts in multiples 
on three and a fibrous root system. [Orchidaceae]
Mycorrhizal: A symbiotic association of fungi and the roots of specific plants. [Orchidaceae]
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Opposite: Referring to leaf arrangement when leaves are borne across from one another at the same node; compare to 
alternate and whorled. [Scrophulariaceae; Lamiaceae]
Ovary: The expanded basal portion of the pistil that contains the ovules. 
Palea: The upper of the two scales that form the floret in the grass spikelet  [Poaceae]
Palmate: lobed, veined, or divided from a common point, like the fingers of a hand. [Fabaceae]
Panicle: A branched, racemose inflorescence with flowers maturing from the bottom upwards. [Asteraceae; Rosaceae; 
Scrophulariaceae]
Pedicel: The stalk of a single flower in an inflorescence, or of a grass spikelet. 
Peduncle: The stalk of a solitary flower or of an inflorescence. [Asteraceae]
Perianth: Collective term for the calyx and corolla. 
Perigynium: the hypogynous bristles, scales, or a more or less inflated sac, which surround the pistil in many Cyperaceæ.
Petals: one member of the inner floral envelope (corolla) of a typical flower; usually white or colored. [Lamiaceae]
Petiolate: A plant with a petiole. 
Petiole: A leaf stalk. [Apiaceae; Asteraceae] 
Phyllary: An involucral bract of the Asteraceae Family. [Asteraceae] 
Pinnate: Resembling a feather, as in a compound leaf with the leaflets arranged on opposite sides of an elongated axis. 
[Apiaceae; Fabaceae]
Pistil: The female reproductive organ of a flower, typically consisting of a stigma, style, and ovary. [Onagraceae] 
Pubescent: Covered with short, soft hairs.  
Raceme: An unbranched, elongated inflorescence with pedicellate flowers maturing from the bottom upwards. [Liliaceae]
Recurved: curved backward. [Liliaceae]
Reflexed: bent backward or downward.
Sac: a pouch or pouch-like structure. [Cyperaceæ]
Scale: A small, thin, usually dry, often appressed plant structure, such as any of the protective leaves that cover a tree bud 
or the bract that subtends a flower in a sedge spikelet.
Sepal: One part of the outer floral envelope (calyx) that is typically leafy and green. [Asclepiadaceae; Ranunculaceae]
Sessile: Attached directly, without a supporting stalk, as a leaf without a petiole.
Sheath: An enveloping tubular structure, such as the base of a grass leaf that surrounds the stem   [Poaceae]
Spike: An unbranched, elongated inflorescence with sessile or subsessile flowers or spikelets maturing from the bottom 
upwards.
Stamen: The pollen-bearing, male reproductive organ of a flower, normally consisting of a filament and anther. [Araceae; 
Brassicaceae; Lamiaceae] 
Staminode: A sterile stamen that does not produce pollen but which may be part of the flower’s strategy for attracting 
pollinators. Sometimes they produce nectar or are very showy. [Scrophulariaceae, Orchidaceae]] 
Stigma: The portion of the pistil that is receptive to pollen. [Liliaceae; Scrophulariaceae; Lamiaceae]
Sympetalous: With the petals united, at least at the base. [Scrophulariaceae]
Tepal: A segment of a perinath that is not differentiated into calyx and corolla; or sepal or a petal. [Liliaceae]
Trifoliate: Having leaves divided into three similar parts  [Fabaceae; Gentianaceae]
Umbel: A flat-topped or convex inflorescence with the pedicels arising more or less from a common point, like the struts 
of an umbrella. [Apiaceae; Asclepiadaceae; Liliaceae]
Whorled: Referring to leaves arranged in whorls; three or more leaves arising from a node. [Liliaceae; Scrophulariaceae]
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